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in this position the pilot reduces the power until
the machine slowly loses altitude. As he approaches
the ground the pilot gives a little more power at the
proper moment. This reduces the rate of descent and
permits a smooth landing. While the large ship would,
of course, respond much more slowly to the controls (it
was not known at that time how much), yet the four
engines would act exactly like one. Therefore, the
power stall landing, in which the plane was kept in the
same position and the control was maintained by play-
ing with the engines, would be the same in the case of
a large, as well as a small, plane.
Finally, late in the afternoon of May 13, 1913, the
" Grand " was ready to fly. The Army airport was
occupied by some groups that were flying, and we were
asked not to make test flights during this day. Around
nine o'clock in the evening, I made arrangements for
the next day, expecting to leave early. I was tired and
had no intention of doing much that evening. I
remained on the field, however, to watch for a while
the last Army ship land and taxi to its hangar on the
opposite side. When I was ready to go, I was
approached by Mr. Shidlovsky, who told me that the
field was now free. He further mentioned that unless
I was worried or indisposed to fly on the igth, he saw
no reason why the big plane could not be tested that
evening. To confess the truth, I was not anxious to fly
the ship then, but I could not say so, and therefore I
ordered the big plane out of the hangar. It was about
ten o'clock when the " Grand " was pushed towards the
beginning of the runway. In Petrograd at that time
of the year there are what are called " white nights/'
which means that it is never entirely dark, and for